
Relinquishment of Command Ceremony

Defense Logistics Agency
Distribution

New Cumberland, Pennsylvania

&
June 9th, 2025

Rear Admiral
Michael A. York, SC

United States Navy

Mr. Perry L. Knight
Senior Executive Service



Thank You
from DLA Distribution



Arrival of Official Party

* Presentation of Colors

* National Anthem

* Invocation
Mr. Rudy Geisler

Remarks
Army Lieutenant General Mark T. Simerly
Defense Logistics Agency Director 

Reliquishment of Command

Remarks
Navy Rear Admiral Michael A. York, SC
DLA Distribution Commander

* Service Medley

Sequence of Events

* Guests Please Stand



Lieutenant General Mark T. Simerly was commissioned as 
a lieutenant of Air Defense Artillery and awarded a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree as a Distinguished Military Graduate from 
the University of Richmond. LTG Simerly holds a Master’s 
of Science in National Resource Strategy from the National 
Defense University and a Master’s of Military Arts and 
Sciences Degree from the United States Army Command 
and General Staff College.
His command assignments include Commanding General 

for the U.S. Army Combined Arms Support Command (CASCOM) and the Sustainment 
Center of Excellence (SCOE) from July 2021 to December 2023; Commanding 
General, 19th Expeditionary Sustainment Command, Daegu, South Korea from July 
2019 to June 2020; Commander, Defense Logistics Agency Troop Support, Defense 
Logistics Agency Troop Support at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania from July 2017 to June 
2019; Commander, 4th Sustainment Brigade, Ft. Cavazos, Texas from January 2012 
to August 2013; Commander, 704th Brigade Support Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team, 4th Infantry Division at Ft. Cavazos, Texas, when the unit re-flagged as the 
27th Brigade Support Battalion, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division and 
deployed to Tallil, Iraq from June 2008 to June 2009; Commander, Bravo Company, 
801st Main Support Battalion, Division Support Command, 101st Airborne Division (Air 
Assault) Ft. Campbell, Kentucky from December 1996 to May 1999.
Lieutenant General Simerly’s key staff assignments include Director of United States 
Forces Korea J4 at Camp Humphreys, South Korea; Director of Combined Arms 
Support Command Capabilities Development and Integration at Fort Gregg-Adams, 
Virginia from August 2015 to June 2017; Ill Corps Assistant Chief of Staff, G4, at Ft. 
Cavazos, Texas from February 2014 to July 2015; United States Forces- Afghanistan 
Director of Logistics, J4, Kabul, Afghanistan from August 2013 to February 2014; 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G3, U.S. Army Operational Test Command from July 2011 to 
January 2012; Senior Combat Service Support Observer Controller, Joint Readiness 
Training Center, Ft. Johnson, Louisiana, from September 2009 to July 2011.
His military education includes the Air Defense Officer Basic Course, the Combined 
Logistics Officer’s Advanced Course, the Command and General Staff College, the 
Industrial College of the Armed Forces, and the Army Force Management School.
Lieutenant General Simerly’s awards and decorations include the Army Distinguished 
Service Medal, Defense Superior Service Award with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Legion of 
Merit with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Bronze Star with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, Meritorious Service Medal with 
four Oak Leaf Clusters, Army Commendation Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters, Army 
Achievement Medal, National Defense Service Medal, 2nd Award, Armed Forces 
Expeditionary Medal, Armed Forces Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, Iraqi Campaign Medal, Korea Defense Service 
Medal, NATO-ISAF (Afghanistan) and the Army Meritorious Unit Award.

U.S. Army Lieutenant General
Mark T. Simerly
Director, Defense Logistics Agency



Navy Rear Adm. Michael A. York is a native of Ewa 
Beach, Hawaii, and assumed command of Defense 
Logistics Agency Distribution on May 31, 2024.

York graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 
1996 earning a Bachelor of Science degree in Ocean 
Engineering. He also attended the Naval Postgraduate 
School in Monterey, California from June 2006 to July 
2008, earning a Master of Science Degree in Operations 
Research. He is also a graduate of the Darden School of 
Business, University of Virginia and Wharton School of 

Business, University of Pennsylvania Executive Education Programs.

Prior to this assignment he served as the Fleet Supply Readiness and Operations 
(N412) for U.S. Fleet Forces Command in Norfolk, Virginia.

York’s operational experience began with his assignment as Supply Officer, USS 
THACH (FFG 43) and, following a crew swap, as Supply Officer, USS GARY (FFG 
51) both ships being forward deployed in Yokosuka, Japan. He served as Aviation 
Support Officer and Assistant Supply Officer, USS HARRY S TRUMAN (CVN 75) in 
Norfolk, Virginia. He later completed an Individual Augmentee assignment serving as 
Future Operations Planner on the headquarters staff of the USCENTCOM Contracting 
Command in Baghdad, Iraq. His last operational assignment was Supply Officer, USS 
HARRY S TRUMAN (CVN 75).

York’s shore assignments include: Officer in Charge of laundry and dry-cleaning services 
at the U.S. Naval Academy; Navy Acquisition Contracting Officer intern and Aide to the 
Commander at Naval Inventory Control Point (NAVICP) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; 
Joint Acquisition Programs Officer in the Assessment Division (OPNAV N81), on the 
staff of the Chief of Naval Operations; Strategic Communications Branch Chief and 
Speech Writer in the Joint Staff, Directorate for Logistics (J4); Supply Operations Team 
Lead and Executive Assistant to the Commander, Naval Supply Systems Command 
(NAVSUP) in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania; Aviation Operations Director (N98) at 
NAVSUP Weapon Systems Support (WSS) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and as 
Commanding Officer, Navy Supply Corps School (NSCS) in Newport, Rhode Island.

He is qualified as both a Navy Aviation Supply Officer and Surface Warfare Supply 
Corps Officer, is a member of the Acquisition Professional Community, and is a Joint 
Qualified Officer. He is also a recipient of the Navy League’s Vice Admiral Robert F. 
Batchelder Award and was honored to be recognized along with his teammates as the 
Admiral Stan Arthur Logistics Team of the Year for 2004 while assigned to USS HARRY 
S TRUMAN (CVN 75).

His personal awards include the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
(two awards), Meritorious Service Medal (three awards), Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal (four awards), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal, 
Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal and various unit awards, campaign medals and 
ribbons.

U.S. Navy Rear Admiral 
Michael A. York, SC
DLA Distribution Commander



Knight, who has held the position of chief of staff, both in 
uniform and as a civilian since July 2006, served as acting 
deputy commander from January 2020 to December 2020, 
where he was officially appointed as Deputy Director, 
Defense Logistics Agency Distribution.
A native of Buena Vista, Virginia, Knight was commissioned 
a 2nd Lt. in the Army upon graduation from the Virginia 
Military Institute in 1982. He holds a bachelor’s degree in 
English with a minor in economics. He also holds a master’s 
degree in strategic studies from the U.S. Army War College, 

Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. Knight’s assignments include the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
the Pentagon; Director, Logistics Operations, U.S. Forces Command, Fort McPherson, 
Georgia; multiple commanding officer positions in Germany and Georgia; and brigade 
operations officer, Rotterdam, Netherlands. Additionally, he served in numerous 
positions in the 1st Infantry Division including division logistics officer; Combat Support 
Battalion executive officer; division transportation officer; support operations officer; 
and Aviation Brigade operations officer, all located at Fort Riley, Kansas.
Knight also served on the Department of the Army Staff, the Pentagon; aide-de-camp 
and held numerous positions in the Netherlands, Germany and Iraq. His military 
training includes the Officer Basic and Advanced Courses, the U.S. Army Command 
and General Staff College and the U.S. Army War College. Knight’s personal military 
awards include the Defense Superior Service Medal with oak leaf cluster, the Legion of 
Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, the Defense Meritorious Service Medal, the Meritorious 
Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters, the Joint Service Commendation Medal with 
two oak leaf clusters, the Joint Service Achievement Medal, the Army Commendation 
Medal with three oak leaf clusters and the Army Achievement Medal with three oak leaf 
clusters.
His civilian awards include the Secretary of Defense Medal for Meritorious Civilian 
Service, DLA Outstanding Leader of the Year, DLA Superior Civilian Service Award and 
DLA Meritorious Civilian Service Award. His other decorations include the Southwest 
Asia Service Medal, the Kuwaiti (Saudi Arabia and Kuwait) Liberation Medal, the 
Armed Forces Service Medal, the Global War on Terrorism Support Medal, the Joint 
Meritorious Unit Award with two oak leaf clusters, the Army Meritorious Unit Award, 
the Army Superior Unit Award and the National Defense Service Medal. He is also 
authorized to wear the Joint Chiefs of Staff and Department of the Army Identification 
Badges. Knight is DLA Distribution’s sixth deputy commander.

Senior Executive Service
Mr. Perry L. Knight
DLA Distribution, Deputy Commander



DLA Distribution is the Department of Defense’s joint storage and distribution provider, 
providing support to America’s military and other federal agencies with just over 8,000 
civilian, military, reserve and contracted employees. Located in eight countries, 20 
states and territories and all Combatant Commands, it delivers best-value supply chain 
solutions. DLA Distribution receives, stores, issues and distributes material critical to 
enable Warfighter readiness and lethality. DLA Distribution’s tailored logistics support 
packages allow flexibility and cost-effective options aimed at exceeding performance 
standards while maintaining audit readiness.

DLA Distribution’s Mission
Provide agile, global storage and distribution services to enable readiness and lethality 
to the Warfighter and support Whole of Government.

DLA Distribution’s Vision
To lead DoD global distribution into the future through modernized capability, agile 
organization, a highly skilled workforce, and compelling innovation in support of the 
Warfighter.

Core Values
Leadership, Professionalism and Technical Knowledge through Dedication to Duty, 
Integrity, Ethics, Honor, Courage and Loyalty.

Defense Logistics Agency, Distribution
Headquarters, New Cumberland, Pennsylvania

Senior Executive Service
Mr. Perry L. Knight
DLA Distribution, Deputy Commander

• 8,300 Employees

• 6,500 Civilian
• 110 Military
• 190 Reserve Military
• 1,500 Contractors

• Over 50 locations

• 20 States
• 7 Countries
• 24 Distribution Centers
• 41 Other Locations

• 15 million transactions globally
• 249,000 Customers in 135 countries
• 2.2 million items in stock
• $142 billion Military Service  

& DLA Inventory
• 445 Buildings, 36.8 million gross sq. ft.

DLA Distribution Fast Facts



The DoD’s Joint Storage and 
Distribution Provider


